World AIDS Day honored in Brooklyn at Borough Hall ceremony

Borough President Marty Markowitz, along with the
Church of the Open Door and the Names Project, honored
World Aids Day in Brooklyn at a Borough Hall ceremony
today. A number of panels of the AIDS Memorial Quilt are
on display at Borough Hall. The quilt is recognized as the
premiere AIDS awareness education tool in the nation. It
provides a moving illustration of the human impact of AIDS,
and it helps viewers understand the need to take direct, per-
sonal action for their own well being and the well being of
their families and communi-
ty.

“Each year, we remember
and honor the many family
members, friends and loved
ones whose lives have been
lost to the tragedy of AIDS
and reaffirm our commit-
ment to preventing the
spread of HIV through edu-
cational programs. Brooklyn
residents continue to repre-
sent a disproportionate share
of AIDS cases compared to
the city, state and nation,”
said Borough President
Markowitz. “And Brooklyn
has more African-Americans,
more women, more children
and adolescents, and more
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orphans diagnosed with AIDS than any other part of New
York City. Brooklyn's community based health care

providers, youth centers, churches, schools, and other
Brooklyn organizations- along with all of our parents - can
be the most effective messengers in teaching Brooklynites -
and especially our kids — how to stop the spread of AIDS. It
is not enough to know - in the abstract — how to prevent a
deadly disease. We must do everything we possibly can to
make it common knowledge, and to encourage everyone to

act on that knowledge. And I promise you, I will be one of
the loudest voices.”

The borough president will be urging that Congress pro-
vide a more equitable funding formula for federal AIDS-pre-
vention dollars, so that Brooklyn organizations receive fund-
ing in proportion to the need here in the borough. He will
also strongly urge that significant New York City funds for
AIDS prevention be allocated directly to Brooklyn-based
organizations.
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