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Becky Trotber
Nora Wallower

of VISUAL AIDS

Moma's Prayers,
2000;
terra cotta,
= cloth & paint
7" x 6" x 6"

As is the case with most of these women,
there is far too much to say about Joyce McDonald
to possibly fit it all here. So we won't: In Joyce's

case, The Body sat down and talked with her about

the amazing path through life she's taken and the
seemingly infinitely deep pits out of which she has
been able to climb, before she began to create her
art. After spending a happy childhood in a housing
project in Brooklyn, N.Y. with her four brothers,
two sisters and two loving parents, Joyce ran away
at the age of 17. That choice marked the beginning
of Joyce's rapid and tumultuous descent into a life
haunted by abuse, prostitution and deep drug
addiction.

For almost 40 years Joyce remained lost, drifting
through life even as her two daughters were born
(both came into the world addicted to drugs), her
father died and her family prayed in vain for her
recovery. Then, at a street corner one Sunday in
1993, everything suddenly changed. And that's
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All images are the property of
the artist and may not be
copied or reproduced without
the express written
permission of the artist and
Visual AIDS.
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only the beginning of Joyce's remarkable story.

Joyce McDonald can be reached via e-mail at
joycemac@mymailstation.com.

Love this page? Hate it? E-mail The Body and tell us what
you think!

Copyright © 2002 Body Health Resources. All rights reserved.

http://www.thebody.com/features'women/visualaids/visualaids_jmedonald.html (2 of 2)2/7/2007 8:17:09 AM



http://www.thebody.com/features/women/stories_jmcdonald.html
mailto:joycemac@mymailstation.com
mailto:bgoldman@thebody.com?subject=Re: The Body Features: Women and HIV: The Women of Visual AIDS: Joyce McDonald

	thebody.com
	Features at The Body: Women & HIV: The Women of Visual AIDS: Joyce McDonald


